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I finished the Master in Automation and Robotics in 2007. I was the 
only German in my batch, which scared me in the beginning but 
coming to Dortmund for the international program turned out to be 
the best decision in my life. I came to know so many nice and 
intelligent people from all over the world. Although our background 
was from different technical subjects, different religions and 
cultures, we had a lot of fun together and a good support and 
cooperation within the whole group. It made me a better person 

and I already miss all my colleagues.  
There is great variety in the subjects offered for the Automation and Robotics program. 
The fields of robotic, autonomous robots, and control theory are covered. There are also 
some lectures about related topics such as embedded systems, signal processing, and 
scheduling. I enjoyed the freedom in choosing my preferred subjects. Although some 
subjects are quite hard, they are interesting and worth the effort. In basically all lectures, 
the professors, lecturers, and assistants are technically well trained, very helpful, and 
supportive. Along with the subjects, there are some lab experiments such as programming 
an industrial Kuka robot, which was a lot of fun.  
When I started the program, I was sure to follow the direction of industrial robots but the 
various lectures showed me that there are other interesting fields covered by the 
Automation and Robotics course. I finally decided to go for control theory. 
As I attended several lectures and did my Master's thesis at Prof. Engell's Process Control 
Laboratory, I would like to comment a bit on this chair. I attended the compulsory subject 
Control Theory and Applications. After this, I decided to take the chance to widen my 
control theory knowledge to a deeper understanding of classical control theory, logic 
control, and discrete and hybrid systems. Having attended several courses at the chair 
Process Control, I decided to join the group for my Master's thesis. It was an experience, I 
will never forget. Although a lot is demanded and asked for, there is great help and support 
from the supervisors, Prof. Engell, and the whole rest of the group. The struggle and 
efforts are payed back by the outcome of the work and the fair grades, which applies for 
the thesis as well as for all subjects offered by the Process Control Laboratory. Hard and 
independent work is much appreciated. The members of of the Process Control group 
stem from a large variety of countries which made it very interesting for me. It also means 
that the main working language is English. The familiar atmosphere and the fun during the 
team events made me feel very comfortable during the seven months of my thesis.  
 
The program was one of the best times in my life. I will never forget it. Thank you! 
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